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NEWS From  
THE SKIPPER½S 

Finally... a Place & a Call for Help 

Greetings from Santa Cruz, Bolivia!  We pray that God blesses your 
life and family in an amazing way.  God has been so good to us!  

What's happening?  -  Our Move to Santa Cruz 

We finally moved to Santa Cruz on June 11th.  Moving from one city 
to another is not my idea of fun.  It's a lot of work and stress.  We are 
now probably 80% unpacked and can live normal lives again.  We've 
had quite a few people over to the house in the past week for a 
meal, and that's been nice.  Our house is very nice, although the yard 
is currently unusable.  The last people who lived there had a large 
dog that dug up the yard, so they pulled out all of the grass and 
replanted before they left.  It will be very nice about 2 months from 
now, but right now the kids haven't been able to take advantage of a yard... something we haven't had for years in 
Sucre.  Rent is twice as expensive as in Sucre.  We are paying $500 dollars a month for the place.  The location is very 
good for us, which is very important.  Santa Cruz is a city of 1.5 million people and is quite large.  We are happy to be 
living only 5 minutes from the ƪƛŘΩǎ school and about 10 minutes (in our car) from the place ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ church.   
We feel that God has blessed us tremendously with this place!   

Our Family 

The kids have taken the whole move great.  They love it.  In Santa Cruz there is a much larger English speaking 
community.  In Sucre we had more or less 12 English speaking friends.  In Santa Cruz there are probably several hundred.  

There's even an English speaking church.  Erynn and Jordan went to their 
Bible School last week.  They absolutely loved it. 

Jordan's language skills have just blossomed lately.  He still suffers a lot in 
pronunciation, but I think that he will be OK going into Pre-K this year at 
the English school.  We have decided to start him in school a year later 
than normal, and feel that he will be better that way.  He is now five... 
entering Pre-K this year and next year he'll start Kindergarten.  Derrick is 
just jabbering away all day.  We bought a bunk bed for the boys now that 
we've moved.  Jordan's excited about sleeping on the top bunk, and 
Derrick likes not being stuck in the crib anymore!  J  We live next to 
several soccer fields.  I (Jason) have been jogging pretty well every day, 

ŀƴŘ 9Ǌȅƴƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƻƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊǳƴǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ (In Sucre, I 
always felt closed in).  IΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊκWŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ LΩǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ пс 
ƭōǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳr health.   

Ministry ς Church in Sucre 

Norah and I continue to pastor both churches in Sucre and Santa 
Cruz.  The leadership team is mostly in charge of daily activities in 
Sucre.  We fly to Sucre every other week to minister to the 
congregation on Sundays and to our leadership team on Mondays. 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ been using for services over the 
past 4 years in Sucre has ended.  The owner has asked us to start 
looking for another place, which is tough because there are VERY FEW  

 
Flying in Over Sucre 
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pƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ been looking for monǘƘǎΣ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ suitable yet.   

The church is Sucre is doing very well.  Our leadership team seems to be growing without us being there.  The fact that 
we are not there most of the time, but we continue to supervise and guide works very well.  They are maturing quickly, 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŦƻŎǳǎΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ млл҈ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƳƻǾing to Santa Cruz.   

Ministry ς Church in Santa Cruz 

hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ {ŀƴǘŀ /ǊǳȊΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ 
there since February, and have opened several small groups.  We had the large evangelistic campaign in April where 
around 55 people received the Lord.  Those two things have gone very well.  Our main frustration has been that we 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ {¢!w¢ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ²ŜΩve been looking for a place desperately since April ōǳǘ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
anything.  Any place that was suitable cost $1,500 dollars a month rent or moreΦ  ! ƴŜǿ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ .ƻƭƛǾƛŀ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ 
that.  Additionally, we need to buy chairs, a sound system, projector, and other things. It looked impossible.  We had 
hoped that maybe something would happen so that we could do it, but no miracles occurred.   

Several weeks ago Norah and I decided, after talking to our mentor in Argentina, that the best thing to do would be for 
ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ п ƻǊ р ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ  L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƎƻƻŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ but it seemed 
like the only possible solution.  We would raise the money needed to start and to rent a worthwhile place, planning to 
cover 5 or 6 months rent.  During that time we would work hard with the church, trying to grow enough for it to be able 
to pay the rent on its own. 

We had pretty well given up on finding a place before the trip, but two days before I planned to buy my ticket, we got a 
call from a couple in the church.  They had just seen a place and wanted us to go see it.  We did, and after a little 

brainstorming session we realized that the 
place would be perfect.  J  The rent was $600 
a month, but this couple really wanted to rent 
the back part ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  LǘΩǎ quite a large 
place, with several large rooms in the front, a 
3000 sq/ft middle part, and a small apartment 
in the back.  It was decided that we would pay 
$400 and they would pay $200 a month.   

The middle part is the perfect size for the 
church.  We need to put in a portable roof over 
the center part, take out the plants, and place 
flooring in the center.  We have permission 
from the owner to do that.  J  $400 a month in 
a strategic place is so much cheaper than 
anything else ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ, and is probably 
reachable for the church from the beginning!  
Glory to God! 

HELP ς Letting the Need be Known 

hƪΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀƭΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƘŜƭǇΦ  ²Ŝ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ a lot of work to do before we can begin 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΦ  ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ, but we need to let the need be known.  We 
MUST put in a roof that we can take out when we leave.  It will need to be a metal structure with some type of outdoor 
material as a roof.  That will cost about $3,500.  We need to take out the garden in the middle and put down a simple 
floor.  We estimate that will cost about $1,500.  We have reduced our start-up costs by bringing 200 chairs and 2 large 
speakers from Sucre.  We also decided not to buy instruments in the beginning.  We will use song tracks instead.   We 
still need to buy a projector, a computer, decorations, and a stage.  We also need about $2000 to print evangelistic 
material and advertisement for the long evangelistic campaign that we HOPE to begin on July 24th.  Our startup costs are 
estimated at $12,500.  LΩƭƭ Ǉƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ www.hohnet.com.   

http://www.hohnet.com/

